USA Granite Belt

Newgletter

VOLUME 50SSUE ||

Christmas Visit

A Scotsman calls his son
in London the day before
Christmas Eve and says,
“1 hate to ruin your day
but | have to tell you that
your mother and | are
divorcing; forty-five years
of misery is enough.”
'Dad, what are you taking
about? the son screams.
“We can't stand the sight
of each other any longer”
the father says. “Were
sick of each other and I'm
sick of talking about this,
soyou call your sister in
Leeds and tell her.”
Frantically, the son calls
his sister, who explodes
on the phone. “Like hdl
they're getting divorced!”
she shouts, “I'll take care
of this!”

She calls Scotland im-
mediately, and screams at
her father “You are NOT
getting divorced. Don't do

asnglething until | get
there. I'm calling my

brother back, and well

both be there tomorrow.

Until then, don't do a

thing, DO YOU HEAR

ME?" and hangs up.

The old man hangs up
his phone and turnsto his

wife. 'Sorted! They're

coming for Christmas -
and they're paying their
own way!

U3A Granite Belt's Sum-
mer Social / Christmas
Party at Giardino's Restau-
rant was definitely one of our
best attended social events
for some time, with 35 mem-
bers and guests enjoying a
fine Christmas themed lunch
in beautiful surroundings,
with plenty of convivial com-
pany. Therestaurant idea
was very favourably ac-

cepted.

Death and Taxes, Tricks
Traps and FAQs was the

informed speaker on this
topic than Julia Hartmann,
auspices of Tax and Ac-
counting Solutions, to ex-

plain the ins and outs of

of minimizing tax in certain
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topic, and we could not have
got a more enthusiastic and

who came to us through the

Capital Gains Tax, methods

N

| After ayearin
which we have

disruptionsto our venues and
programs, this event was a cele-

L g

circumstances, and probate
costs. Julia has written a

number of books on her topic

GRANITE
BELT

experienced major

bration of reaching the end of
the 2009 programme with
U3A till functioning effec-
tively. Wehaverolled with
the punches this year.

Peter Walters proposed a
vote of thanks to the lunch
organisers - Carol, Jeannie
and Steve - and Stevere-
sponded by thanking all con-
venors and members for
their commitment in 2009.

quest[SpeakerfbrNovenber MMLLia Hartmann

and showed an amazing
breadth of knowledge on
the tax implications of vari-
ous

Y scenar-
ios. It
= was a
valu-
able
infor-
mative
talk.
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| was born in Moree NSW during
the Depression years when work

was hard to come by. My parents
moved about for atime, but we fi-

in Brisbane. | met Andy on ablind
date and we later married. We had a
grazing property but later had to

| joined U3A: to meet and learn.
Torelax, |I: read, knit, do cross-
words.

Thething | love about Stanthorpe
is: it'saunique and interesting area
suitable to a diversity of production.

U3A Members arein-
vited to atend the fol-
lowing:

Investment Club: The Invest-
ment Club isbecoming a
much more pleasant experi-
ence lately, with therevival in
the value of shares seeing the
Club's origina vdue of in-
vestments restored, and now
even some profit being made.
The Club will finish the year
with avisit to the Wine Col-
lege Restaurant, after itslast
meeting on Friday 11th Dec.
Dromomaniacs. The Novem-
ber Dromomaniacs meeting
concentrated on Festivals and
Events, particularly overseas
events, and was a virtual

pleasure of inviting you to our

GARDEN PARTY

' To celebrate the completion of stage one
of the project made possible hy.
Quwnslnnd 150 Community Fl}mlmg,
To celebrate 150 years of
statehood for Queensland.

Date: Thursday, 10 December, 2009
Time: 2:00 pm until 4:00 pm

Member Piofile: Maia Balsillie

The best thing to
dofor freein Stan-
thorpeis: our
lovely creek walks,

nally settled in Brisbane wheremy  the free concerts at
schooling began. | trainedto bea the Gdllery, and
ballet dancer and in my late teens watching the world
joined the National Theatre Ballet go by.

Co. in Victorig, aswell asdancing  I'mcurrently -

Reading: The Rid-
ers by Tim Winton
Watching: Packed

move to Stanthorpe for hedlthrea=  to the Rafters.
sons. | havebeeninthedistrict44  Working on: garments for aids
years. babiesin Africa

Thething | do best is: keeping
in touch with family and
friends.

My favourite saying is. what-
ever will be, will be.

| find inspiration in: people
and nature.

Bits [and Pieces: [Gkoup Réports

Thefirst thing
| noticewhen |
meet a person
is. eyetoeye
contact and a
pleasant smile.
If money was
no object, 1'd:
help my family
members more,
givetothe
needy, and
spend some

timein the Tropics.
Paradiseis: Stanthorpein
Autumn when the leaves turn
to gold, and Spring when the
buds blossom out and the air is
crisp.

If | was granted one wish, it
would be: to live in good

health.
Cook’ stour of theworld's Kim’'staks
big events, with members have been a
giving accounts of diverse major factor

happenings from around the
world. The next meeting, in
February, will focus on Aus-
tralian festivals.

History Group: November’'s
History Group was enthrall-
ing again, with Kim
McChlery giving atalk on
Knights and Crusaders, and
once again, covering quitea
bit of the ancient history of
theworld in a brilliant sum-
mary of civilization’sjour-
ney through the ages.

in keeping

the History Group relevant
thisyear. Many thanksKim.
Garden Club: The Novem-
ber meeting was for a morn-
ing tea at Granite Gardens.

A good representation of
members attended, and the
surroundings were superb.
The Garden Club will re-
sume again in January
(Wednesday 20th) with de-
tails of where and what to be
forwarded closer to the date.

Music [dr Pleasure [(November) ail0tiel’s

Where; Whistle Stop Garden Site

at the Stanthorpe Railway Station

Ly

Sleep seemed such an easy theme for
our evening but it appeared to be diffi-
cult to find music in keeping with it.
However an interesting and varied se-
lection was enjoyed by all seven of us.
It ranged from pop to classical. Artists
were - Elvis-If You Talk In Your Sleep;
The Platters - A Sleepy Lagoon; Pava-
rotti -Nessum Dorma; Rolf Harris- Car-
rabarra-wirracanna Lullaby; Susie
Quatro - Wake Up Little Susie;
Wiegenlied (Brahms); Louis Armstrong-
-When It's Sleepy Time Down South;

&

- F udayﬂ)e(:mnlwr, 2009
| [Bhone: (07) 4681 2466

%unmllnd |
overnment

Don’t forget! Thur 10
December at 2pm at
the Railway Station !
RSVP by 2 Decto
46812466

[(UBAGRANITEIBELT

Ever Softer Grows My Slumber (Brahms);
Waltz from Sleeping Beauty

(Tchaikovsky); Kenneth McKellar -the senti-
mental Berceuse de Jocelyn (Godard);
Sleepy Time Gal and more. We even

had Steve's lovely voice to listen to !

It was a most enjoyable evening for us all.
That's all from me Oriel
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Schedule [(Hanges o

A newsletter will be prepared for late
January 2010, to contain the schedule
of times and locations which will be
finalized by then, so please keep an
eye out for that newsletter, to confirm
any changes to the times of activities
you areinterested in.

The main changes will be:

Art Club will transfer to Mondays at
the Senior Citizen's Rooms - all
day, starting at 10am

Computer Club and Digital Pho-
tography will merge, and be at the
Hilton St internet café, probably on

2010

begin on Fridays (1st and 3rd Fri-
days) in Feb at the Learning Cen-
treat 1.00pm to 2.30pm ( subject
to room availability) facilitated by
Steve. Please advise Steve if you
want to participate.

Investment Club may change
from the Learning Centre to Hil-
ton St, to take advantage of inter-
net access - 3rd Friday 10am.
All other activities will remain at
the same times as they have been,
in the same locations.

During next year, plans are under-
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Centre.

Other courses from U3A Onlineare
being considered, aswel as acryptic
crossword group, a geneal ogy course
and a literature course (maybe Wil-
liam Shakespeare) subject to conve-
nors being available. We will en-
deavour to implement some of Jim
Wilkinson's suggestions aswell.
Mogt activities will commence again
when schoal starts, but Monday ac-
tivitieswill commence when ar-
ranged by the respective groups.

The Book Club will meet at 2:00pm

way to run a course from U3A
Online called * Design in your
Life’ facilitated by Mary Court-
ney, most likely at the Learning

Tipsy’ [Cake

one cup of butter in alarge fluffy bowl.
Add one peastoon of sugar. Beat again.
At this point it's best to make sure the
Cuervo isstill ok, try another cup just
in case.

Turn off the mixerer thingy.

Break 2 leggs and add to the bowl and

thefirst Friday of the month - 10am
(depending on room availahility)

L eft Right and Centre - A brief
guide to Political | deologies will

Liz’s (Special) Bécipe

Ingredients.
1 cup of water, 1 tsp baking soda
1 cup of sugar,1 tsp sat, 1 cup of
brown sugar, 4 large
eggs, 1 cup nuts, 2

cups of dried fruit, 1
bottle Jose Cuervo

Tequila chuck in the cup of dried fruit.
How to makeit. Pick up the frigging fruit off the floor.
Sample the Cuervo Mix on theturner.

to check qudity.
Take alarge bowl,
check the Cuervo again, to be sure
it is of the highest quality, pour
one level cup and drink.

Turn on the electric mixer. Beat

If thefried druit gets stuck in the beat-
ersjust pry it loose with adrewscriver.
Sample the Cuervo to check for tonsis-
ticity.

Next, sift two cups of salt, or some-
thing. Check the Jose Cuervo. Now

PHoto

Mystery

Last month's photo was the Land- Y OUr g _
carelogo, the shape of Australia Ve~ L
made by two hands, and | presume nesswill

that because everyone knew it, bere- " &l 'E
nobody bothered to reply, sothe ~ POrted in B & = o
self funded world trip went beg-  thenext -

ging. newsl et-

ter, and of course you could win a
self funded round the world trip.
Ho, Ho, Ho! Repliesto Steve by
mid January.

This month’s photo, at right, will
probably bejust as obvious, but
have a go at guessing it anyway.

at Lorenza's on January28th. Cold
Mountain will be available at the
Library inthe next ten days. The
only constant inlifeis change, so
U3A Granite Bt is changing.

not hdke hdd dtive!)

shift the lemon juice and strain your
nuts. Add one table.

Add a spoon of sugar, or something
else. Whatever you can find.
Greash the oven.

Turn the caketin 360 de-
grees and try not to fall
over.

Don't forget to beat off the
turner.

Finally, throw the bowl
through the window, finish the

Cose Juervo and make sure to put the
stove in the wishdasher.

Cherry Mistmas!

Paddy lanid Nirphy

PaddylkaidroMurphy@Why
isitOrhatlscubaldiverslhlways
falllbfflthelboatbackwards?’

Murphylkaidlto[PaddylYou

sillylf ool fOtheylfelllforl

wards,lrhey'dlktillbelbnlthe
boat!



Programme for December 2009

WeeklyActivitieslllliIDecember

EveryiMonlimatiSTEPSI,icnriConnorl/iShortiStsiimiMahJong,Cribbagel(mornings
Immfromi9.30am).[iSewingandithandcraftsi(9.30amitol1 pm).[IContacts:
momiMimiSheahan,MaryiCourtney,lJAIDvorak

EverylTuellIArtiGroupmilatiSTEPSIINI.30amitol1 pmilicosti$20iContact:
(ImvVorHall

EverylThurlnimY ogalllHiltonIStilimorninglandieveninglisessionsillContact:
(IIBIBenham46814737

MonthlyiActivitiesllliDecember

1stiThurl(3rd)imnYarniGrouplili10amiatiLearninglCentrelliidiscussingithelnews
Contacts:ISteveICourtneyloriRoylWerner

1stiFril(4th)mmuComputerIClubinin1 0amiatiLearningiCentrelllisolvinglcomputer
problemsmiContacts:1StevelCourtneyloriJAIDvorak

1stiMoni(7th)iimmiJonolal(cards)nmatiRSLITI1.30pmiliContact:ILiziDrake

2ndiTuel(8th)mimMusiclforiPleasurelliVenue:lJanlandiGrahamiMartin’s,IFletcheriRd,
07.00pminiTheme:IIChristmasl(whatlelse?)lIContact:iCarolloriOriel

2ndiFrii(11th)mmminvestmentiGroupliiLearningiCentrelli10.00amiDiscuss
linvestments,[thenllunchIIContact:INickiSmithers

ThislisithelendlioflU3AlGranitelBelt’s12009iprogramme.
(Weeklylactivitieslarellikelyitolcontinuelafteri11thiDeci2009
Illcontactigroupliconvenorsiforifurtheridetails)

Havelalshfelahalbhppy Christimas
and [Newldearlblealk.

Thel20100ProgrammelwillistartlinllatelJanuaryi2010

Iflyoulneedianyfprinting,Ipleaselsupportiourisponsor

97b Folkestone Street, Stanthorpe
2, =l Phone: (07) 4681 0400
‘gn.print- www.betterwaytoprint.com

HURES e BOOKLETS ® BUSINESS CARDS
® POSTERS ® DOCKET BOOKS e LABELS
ERS ® DIGITAL & COMMERCIAL PRINTING
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Proudly Supporting Local Community
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