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The Property

ÅThe Cannon Creek property is 312 acres 

ÅCannon Creek runs through the middle

ÅThe Broadwater forms the bottom 

boundary



Site Criteria

ÅAll weather access

ÅView of Donnaôs Bald Rock

ÅQuiet location

ÅGranite landscape

ÅPassive solar building principles using 

thermal mass 

ÅStandalone solar power and solar hot 

water



All weather access

ÅOne of the criteria was to have a location 

that has 365 days a year access, so the 

site had to be on this side of the Cannon 

Creek crossing



View of Donnaôs Bald Rock



Quiet location
The home site drops down 
onto a creek terrace so that 
the bordering rocks form a 
protective barrier. 

Temperature is also warmer in 
winter, generally by 2 degrees 
compared to town or other locations 
on the property



Granite Landscape



The man in the rock - a 
peaceful omen



Solar ïpassive principles

Å Recommended reading: Warm House ïCool House

ÅThe natural terracing provides an 

east/north-east aspect

ÅThe length/width of the building was 

determined in consideration of the 

aesthetic appeal of the natural rock lines 

and the need to skew the building in the 

space available 



ÅThe height and angle of the roof and the 

clerestory windows is calculated for 

maximum/minimum summer and winter 

heating and cooling derived through the 

use of the thermal mass provided by the 

rammed earth wall. 

ÅThe model of the 

building was used 

to experiment with 

these principles



Passive solar 

principles and 

alignment were a 

high consideration


